
 



by all of their rules and regulations (FOW 
volunteers are covered under an “umbrella 
permit” as  sub-permittees). The FOW 
permit allows for rehabilitation of any animal 
that is native to the State of Michigan, with 
the exception of bats and skunks (due to 
potential rabies issues). 

Today, Friends of Wildlife serves the local 
community and networks throughout 
the State of Michigan with other wildlife 
preservation groups, all on a volunteer basis. 
Every spring, a Basic Mammal Seminar 
is held to train new volunteers, and every 
fall, an Advanced Workshop to encourage 
members to enhance their skills. FOW has 
taken what comes from the heart; the desire 
to help and heal and return to nature that 
which is natures, and made it a successful, 
ongoing reality. 

But none of this would be possible without 
the Yin and Yang; the balance of volunteers 
and supporters. Clearly, there is nothing but 
awe to be had for the volunteers who so 
unselfishly contribute their time and energy 
- literally, hours and hours of hands on care! 
And for those who financially support the 
day-to-day needed materials and supplies, 
and the spread of information to educate the 
public, there is very simply, pure gratitude! 
Much thanks to all who have participated 
and supported this wonderful organization 
throughout the past 35 years as true “friends 
of wildlife”!

If you would like to be part of this organization, 
in either or both capacities, we look forward 
to hearing from you!
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Placement & Advice 
INFORMATION LINES:

Rabbit  . . . . . . 734-548-3126
Squirrel . . . . . .734-548-3127
Raccoon. . . . .  734-548-3128
Woodchuck . . .734-548-3129
Opossum . . . . .734-548-3130
Fawn . . . . . . .  734-548-3131
Fox  . . . . . . . . . 734-548-3132
Turtle . . . . . . .  734-481-1812
Coyote . . . . . . .248-672-9615
Bat  . . . . . . . . . 248-645-3232
Bird Center . . .734-761-9640
Water Fowl . . 734-482-8187
Raptor . . . . . . 419-346-7079

Humane Society
734-662-5585

Squirrel Line continued from page 1 -
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General Info   734-913-9843

Not everyone is cut out to feed orphaned 
animals every few hours with special 
feeding syringes full of formula, and 
not everyone who is willing (and patient 
enough) to do that task, can financially 
afford to do it. A successful Non-Profit 
Organization consists of a healthy balance 
of volunteers and supporters - a yin and 
yang, complementary opposites that 
interact within a greater whole.

Friends of Wildlife is celebrating 35 years 
of all the love and toil that goes into 
respecting, preserving and rehabilitating 
the life of animals in the shrinking wild 
around us. The birth of this amazing 
service organization began in the Ann 
Arbor countryside overlooking a bluff on 
the Huron River when a four year old boy 
came in from play to have a snack. His 
mother noticed a small furry tail extending 
from his pocket. When he was asked what 
it was he explained that he had found this 
“sleeping” chipmunk on the ground and he 
was keeping it safely in his pocket until it 
awoke. His mother told him that wild things 
must nap in wild places, so the two of them 
took the creature into the woods. They 
found a soft bed of moss and placed a leaf 
cover for the sleeping, lifeless chipmunk. 
The two quietly, but happily, retreated - he, 
because he had helped a needy creature, 
and she, for protecting one so young from 
the finality of death. Needless to say, their 
future encounters with wildlife rehabilitation 
were more successful, but it was then, on 
that wooded bluff, that the inception of a 
group that now serves the community on a 
daily basis, began.

The progression went from one to seven 
friends and neighbors, independently 
rehabilitating orphaned and injured wildlife, 
meeting for lunch monthly to exchange 
stories, and support one another in their 
efforts, to an official 501-C3, Non-Profit 
Volunteer Organization overseen by a 
dedicated Board of Directors (May 1993), 
with a group of trained and licensed 
rehabilitators.  FOW remains licensed 
through the State of Michigan, Department 
of Natural Resources, and thus abides 

We often need
individuals to 
help with non-
animal types 
of volunteering including build-
ing cages, helping staff our 
information table at fairs, sew-
ing, serving on committees 
and envelope stuffing to name 
a few. 
   If you can help us out, please 
contact the number of the 
species of animal you would 
like to help, or the main FOW line:
           734-913-9843. 

Can’t Rehabilitate, but 
still want
 to Help?

FOW: Celebrating       
            35 years Dear Friends of Wildlife:

Last spring my husband and I 
discovered orphaned racoons in 
the trunk of a big tree at our main 
entrance in Sunnyside Mobile 
Home Park on Packard St. in Ann 
Arbor, MI. They were the cutest 
things we had ever seen! We 
immediately started doing research 
and hoped for the mother to come 
back. Over the next few days, it 
was apparent something must 
have happened to the Mother. I 
began making phone calls to find 
help. Thankfully to Annie (didn’t get 
her last name!), she was able to get 
me in touch with another wildlife 
rehabilitator, Sandy in Manchester, 
that was able to take the last one 
that was still hanging on. I was 
actually on my way to the Humane 
Society to have it put down when 
she called. I’m not sure if the little 
critter made it, but it made my day 
knowing it was going to at least get 
one last chance!
I meant to send in a donation 
sooner, but didn’t. I want to send 
my gratitude and appreciation for 
the volunteers of the organization. 
I hope to return the favor in some 
way, some day! Thank you so 
much Friends of Wildlife for what 
you do. Especially to Annie and 
Sandy, as this experience will 
forever be close to my heart!

Please find our donation of $100 
enclosed. Thank you for all you do!

Sincerely yours,
Angie & Dan

A Letter from
the community . . .

Directors
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