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You can also participate in the Scrip/Community Rewards Program at K gér, Hiliér’s, or Busch’s. These stores
donate up to 5% of your total bill to FOW (no extra cost to you!) FOW’s Kroger Rewards number is 82467
Questions? Contact the FOW Scrip Coordinator at: tempiedell@chartermi.net or 734-426-3361
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Our Mission

Friends of Wildlife
Is an independent, non-
profit 501C3, volunteer
organization dedicated to
the emergency and
extended care of orphaned
or injured Michigan
wildlife.

Our Goal is to rehabilitate
these animals in a
professional manner which
allows them to return to
their natural habitat and
continue their lives in the
manner of that species,
independent of humans.

We are licensed by and
have a close working
relationship with the
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR).

In addition to wildlife
rehabilitation, we are
vitally interested in
education and the broader
aspects of protecting and
restoring the natural
habitat of the world we
share.

Friends of Wildlife
endorses the high
standards set by the
National Rehabilitators
Association and the
International Rehabilitators
Council.
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Success for Everyone

By Elaine Bater

We help wildlife, and aspiring Eagle Scout Scott Taphouse helped us. Scott
from Ann Arbor Boy Scout Troop 131 offered to build us not one but two
squirrel release cages for his Eagle Scout Service Project. We were thrilled
with the offer and even happier with the results. Scott built them to the DNR
size requirement, and he even delivered them to two separate locations. He
also came to one of our Board Meeting to explain the process of the Eagle
Scout Service Project Plan including showing us pictures as the cages were
built. I now have five, very happy, young fox squirrels in a beautiful new
release cage. We are thankful for Scott’s contribution that continues to allow
us to release wildlife into their natural habitat. Congratulations to Scott on

becoming a new Eagle Scout!




FLOATING ON THE RIVER, A BEAVER TALE

It was a warm early Spring Day when a group of teenagers were walking along the rivers edge.
Having just finished their picnic lunch and enjoying the slow, quiet movement of the waters flow.
They looked out over the water when one of them noticed a very small furry head bobbing along
with the current. It appeared to have no control of it’s direction. Was it in trouble? Before any of
the group could decide on an appropriate action, the floating fur ball landed on a sandbar in the
middle of the river. It appeared to be exhausted and very young, without the strength to move to
higher ground. One of the group waded across to the rivers sandbar to see if it was still alive. It
moved only slightly so he scooped it up, wrapped it in his sweater and placed both inside his coat
for the warmth of his body. Wading back across the river to join his friends, while all were deciding
what to do with the seemingly orphaned animal. Luckily their car was parked in a lot where a HRWC
Bulletin Board was located. On the board were many dlrectlves |nc|ud|ng one yeIIow card from
Friends. of Wildlife with pager help ; 2 -
numbers for different Michigan native
wildlife species that might need FOW’s
help and care. When the help arrived
the group had become rather attached
to the furry creature and wanted to
keep it. Of course that would have
been a death sentence for the very
young beaver since all wildlife infants
require  special  formulas  and
experienced care. They left for their !
homes happy in the knowledge that
their actions saved the life of a very - - i L
young helpless creature. The FOW licensed rehabllltator cared for the young beaver.
Supplementing warmth to keep it warm until its fur had fully developed with its water proof coat,
feeding a proper formula and introducing it to its natural diet. (They love cattail roots) As the young
beaver grew he became quite vocal and very interested in leaving his enclosure. A release site was
chosen along the same river, very close to the spot that had natural signs of a beaver habituate and
probably where he had come from. Off he went into the river, quite adapt at his swimming skills. A
happy ending from people who care!

QUESTIONS THAT WE ARE OFTEN ASKED..... DID YOU KNOW?2???

ABOUT SKUNKS ....The Scent glands of a skunk are located on either side at the base of its tail.
They have the ability to spray from these glands separately or in unison. The spray can carry up to
20 feet. Do not falsely believe that you are safe because the skunk is facing you, they can VERY
quickly go into a U shape and spray. If you unexpectedly encounter one of these black and white
animals stand VERY still, no quick movements or loud sounds. Back away very slowly and quietly.
Their hearing is good but their eye sight is lacking. If you or your pets should encounter a skunk and
have been sprayed, a solution to help neutralize the odor: One quart of 3% hydrogen peroxide, %
cup baking soda, 1 tsp of liquid soap. There are also commercial products for this problem. It is not
as important what solution you use (commercial or home made) but the length of time you leave it
on (at least 20 to 30 minutes) to neutralize the scent. ‘
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Placement & Advice

INFORMATION LINES:
General Info 734-913-9843

Rabbit.............. 734-548-3126
Squirrel............ 734-548-3127
Raccoon........... 734-548-3128

Woodchuck.....734-548-3129
Opossum......... 734-548-3130

FaWl e o 734-548-3131
Fox.......c.........734-548-3132
Tuntles i 734-481-1812
COVORS i 248-672-9615
Battivs s 248-645-3232

Bird Center .....734-761-9640
Water Fowl.....734-482-8187

Humane Society
734-662-5585

Friends of Wildlife Hosted IWRC's
Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation Class

By: Elena Wakeman, FOW Chair

While the calls for help to
Friends of  Wildlife
(FOW) have increased,
there has been a
noticeable drop in the
number of  wildlife
rehabilitators in South
East Michigan. It is

§ heartbreaking to take

calls from the public, our
front line rescuers of
orphaned and injured
wildlife, and not be able
to offer placement for the
animals due to the
shortage  of licensed
rehabilitators. In response

to the problem, FOW and the Leslie Science Center hosted the

International Wildlife
Rehabilitation Council’s
(IWRC) Basic Wildlife

Rehabilitation course with the
hope that attendees will
become licensed rehabilitators
and increase wildlife
rehabilitation in Michigan.
The IWRC (based in Oregon)
offers formal wildlife
rehabilitation education all
over the world. This two day
course includes lectures on
wildlife rehabilitation and
half-day 1lab (hands on
instruction). Registrations
surpassed capacity.

If you would like to learn more about the courses the IWRC offers or to be put
on the list for the March, 2014 class, go to:

www.theiwrc.org or call the IWRC at (866) 871-18609.




